ATLAS Autism Consultation Pack
13/04/2022

Summary
This is the first of our new ATLAS Autism participation groups! These
groups will run monthly and allow autistic young people to share feedback
on topics important to them, as well as to take part in consultation the
goes directly to senior leaders in Surrey County Council.

Staff this week:
Sabrina, Sameira, and Reneé!

Agenda Points!
Check-in:
•

Introduction and Icebreaker

Consultation
•

SCC Guidance: Approaches
for
Supporting autistic children
and
young people

•

Autism Campaign Planning

Information and Updates:
•

Bockett’s Farm Trip!

•

ATLAS Hybrid

About these Sessions
•

Session Structure

Reflection and Check-out

10 Minute Break (5:50pm)

Get Involved!
Join us online via Zoom every Wednesday between 5 to 7 pm! Chat opens
30 minutes earlier at 4:30pm for anyone who wants to have a casual chat
beforehand.
If you are unable to attend you can still have your voice heard by
contacting us by email, through social media or by texting/phoning a
member of the ATLAS staff.

ATLAS

Accept, Teach, Listen, Access, Support.

Autism
Wednesday 13th April 2022

ATLAS Group Rules 1
• Please do not talk over each other.
• Raise your hand (virtually or physically!) when you
want to speak if someone else is talking.
• If you are on Zoom, please mute yourself when you are
not talking to the group to prevent background noise.
• If you are not muted, a member staff may mute you.
• If you disappear from the group unexpectedly, a
member of staff will check-in with you as soon
as possible.
• You can use Zoom chat to private
message staff or ask a staff
member to talk away from group
if you need to.

ATLAS Group Rules 2
• No bullying
• Please let a member of staff know if you are
uncomfortable with anything said in or outside group
by other ATLAS members or staff
• Please respect people’s personal space
Are there any other rules you would like to add?
If you break these rules, we will discuss them
with you. If you continue to break the
rules you may no longer be able to
attend ATLAS.

ATLAS Agenda
Check-in
• Introductions
• Icebreaker
Information and Updates
• Bockett’s Farm Trip!
• ATLAS Hybrid
About these Sessions
• Session Structure
10 Minute Break (5:50pm)
Consultation
• SCC Guidance: Approaches for
Supporting autistic children and
young people
• Autism Campaign Planning
Reflection and Check-out
Session End: 6:45pm

Introduction and
Icebreaker!
Introduce yourself and then tell us:
If you could be any animal, which one would
you be? And why?

Bockett’s Farm Trip!
Our next ATLAS trip is on Saturday 23rd April,
11am to 13:30pm!
Will you be joining us?
We will be visiting the animals there as part of
National Pet Month!
During the visit we will discuss the importance of
assistance animals for people with additional
needs and disabilities as well as how any
animals you know or own have helped
you!

ATLAS Hybrid
Next week ATLAS Hybrid is running at the Focus
Youth Centre in Epsom!
Will you be joining us in-person or virtually?

Session Structure
The purpose of these session is to:
• Complete consultation specifically about Autism
• Work on the ATLAS Autism Campaign
Feedback from these sessions will go directly to
The Children and Young People’s (CYP) Autism
Partnership Board as well as the SEND
partnership board where senior leaders will
hear your feedback and
recommendations.

Break Time!
Screen break?
Grab a drink?
Snacks?
Chill?
Now’s the time! (:

Reminder: Preparing for Adulthood
Team arriving at 6pm!

SCC Guidance: Approaches
for Supporting autistic
children and young people
Partly in response to ATLAS’s anti-ABA action card,
SCC are creating a new Autism policy to support
autistic children and young people.
There are two areas that we have been asked to
review and contribute to specifically:
1. Barriers to learning
2. ABA

Barriers to Learning for
Autistic Students
From the policy:
“Autistic people have told us how important it is that
we recognise autism as a difference and not an illness
to be treated or cured. It is crucial that practitioners
fully understand an individual pupil’s strengths and
needs and that they remove any barriers to learning.
This includes environmental adaptations,
curriculum adaptations and adaptations
to support emotional well being
and mental health.”
Would you like to change or
add anything to this?

ABA
The policy tries to “distinguish between behavioural
approaches and ABA programmes.”
From the policy:
“Surrey’s user participation group, ATLAS, do not want
ABA programmes to be used as they believe that ABA
is oppressive and seeks to eliminate neurodiversity”
Would you like to change or
add anything to this?

Autism Campaign
Previously, we began an Autism Campaign
focusing on the following themes:
• Energy – different ways that you recharge,
personal lived experience
• Autistic Shutdown/Meltdown, Burnout,
Anxiety, Empathy and the difficulties
expressing these to a neurotypical audience
• Communication – non-verbal/verbal, different
ways of communicating, body language
• Masking
• Stimming – what it is and why it is
important
• Processing Information –
sensory/auditory/different forms
• Autistic people are sociable
• The Diversity of Autism
Do you want to start from the
beginning or continue?

Reflection
Do you feel like your voice was heard today?
Would you like to raise an Action Card?
What are your plans for the evening?
Is there anything else you would like to add
or ask?
Do you need any help or
support?

